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NATIONAL FOREST WEEK – BC COALITION  

2017 Accomplishments Report 

 

National Forest Week (NFW) is our opportunity to bring attention of BC forests to British Columbians. 

Key 2017 Results 

The 2017 NFW-BC Coalition (Coalition) Program was again 
a success.  In spite of the focus on the wildfire catastrophe, 
forest professionals made time to hold local community 
events that involved participation of 4,500 adults and 
3,500 K-12 students.  

The celebration of BC forests continues to be a year-round 
initiative and not limited to NFW per se.  The number of 
communities (25) holding local events was similar to 2016 
(28) involvement.  This was very satisfying, given the time 
and resources it took in evacuations and fighting wildfires 
in the interior.  

Teacher demand for forest related field trips continued to 
greatly exceed the volunteer capacity of the Coalition 
Program.  This demonstrates the interest of teachers to 
use the forest in delivering the student curriculum.  

The Coalition Program focus continued to be on K-12 
students, teachers and parents and others interested in learning more about BC forests.  It is the view of 
the Coalition that we need to continue providing an opportunity for British Columbians to learn about the 
importance of BC forests to the economy, environment, social values and personal lives. 

The Coalition Program has two major cornerstones.  One is the volunteers. The participation and 
dedication of the volunteers who participated in 2017 is greatly appreciated.  We recognize the demands 
on their time and those who have decided to take a break or fulfill other commitments.  Challenges 
continue regarding recruitment of volunteers.  The Coalition is adjusting operations to address the 
situation, encourage expansion of community events and provide the support to local event organizers. 
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The second major cornerstone is the Sponsors.  Sponsorship is a critical foundational element to a 
successful Program.  Without the Sponsors at both the provincial and community levels, the celebrations 
would not occur.   We thank the Sponsors for their commitment to this initiative! 

Provincial Activities  

The celebration of BC forests occurs throughout the year but concentrated each year during National 
Forest Week (last full week of September).  The celebrations are organized by local event committees in 
communities across BC.  The Coalition provides support for these committees to avoid unnecessary 
duplication and facilitating the sharing of basic information and experiences between the groups.  This 
support occurs in the areas of provincial advertising, guidance materials for local event organizers, 
promotional and knowledge building handout materials for students and adults and a hub for networking 
among local event organizers.  The 2017 focus audiences continued to be K-12 students, teachers, parents 
and those within communities interested in learning more about BC forests and forest management. 

Advertising 

Advertising continued to be the major tool used in bringing the celebration of BC forests and NFW to the 
attention of the focus audiences.  As part of increasing efficiency and effectiveness in Program awareness, 
the use of Facebook and the Coalition website became the primary communication tools. These proved 
more effective from both cost and public outreach perspectives compared with the traditional tools of 
print and radio media.  However, the use of print and radio media continued but to a much lower level 
than in 2016.  Facebook generated the greatest interest by the general public with good outreach 
numbers.  Teachers primarily used Facebook and the Coalition website to access information for their 
needs.  Mobile and desktop devices were the primary tools to access the Coalition website.   

Giveaways 

The Coalition continued to provide handouts to students that will remind them of 
NFW and the celebration of BC forests.  No new products were developed or acquired 

with the traditional handouts (i.e., pencils, stickers, 
temporary tattoos and coloring books) being provided.  
The promotion of the Tree App continued with 
considerable interest expressed, especially from teachers.  
The partnership with Women in Timber continued in providing the very popular 
coloring books directed to Grade 4-5 students.  
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Other awareness materials for teachers and parents included the NFW posters 
and post cards describing NFW.  The display rack card provided, developed in 
partnership with the BC Chief Forester’s office, an opportunity to inform them of 
the fundamentals of BC forests and forest management.  

Program delivery 

The Coalition Program is dependent upon on volunteers.  They are our foundation.  We are experiencing 
a significant change in the availability of these committed people.  Past volunteers both within the 
Coalition and at the local community level are stepping down, either due to “volunteer burn-out,” because 
their day-job responsibilities do not allow them to continue and/or normal turn-over in a volunteer 
organization.  New volunteers are difficult to recruit.  Recent experience suggests the current volunteer 
recruitment model will have limited success in filling the gaps.   

Over the last few years, the need for more assistance has been recognized at the local level to increase 
efficiency in providing support for local event organizers, reducing costs and capitalizing on local and 
regional opportunities to promote BC forests.  The administrative tool decided upon in 2017 was the 
Regional Coordinator model.  The duties of a Regional Coordinator were to provide regional assistance to 
local event organizers.  This model involved recruiting a volunteer in each region of BC to be the first 
contact regarding local events.  The results in the inaugural year proved beneficial to meeting the 
objectives.  Lessons were learned and will be incorporated into the 2018 implementation of the model. 

Local Events 

Community local events declined slightly again this year (2017-
25 vs 2016-28) due mainly to volunteers focused on fighting 
wildfires or being evacuated in the interior and/or reduced 
available volunteer time (e.g., in Metro Vancouver).  In spite of 
these challenges, estimates of public exposure to displays or 
other types of events (e.g., tree planting) remained strong 
(4,516 people) but significantly below the ~10,000 people 
made aware of BC forests in 2016.  This is attributed to the 
decline in display presence at community events.   

The public displays, especially in rural communities, continued to be popular but there is a question as to 
whether these are the most effective way of bringing the importance of forests to urban areas.  The 
Coalition continued to encourage local organizers to take advantage of community events outside of NFW 
per se to bring public attention to BC forests.      
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Children’s Art Contest 

The Association of BC Forest Professionals and The Truck Logger’s 
Association continued to sponsor an annual art contest for children in 
categories ranging from 9 to 12 years old. The contest remained very 
popular with over 400 entries from children across BC.  In several 
instances, teachers used the contest as the basis for an art class 
project with submission of the entire class’s work into the contest.  

 

 

K-12 Students and Teachers 

Demand from teachers, primarily elementary, requiring forest 
related field trips continues to grow, especially in Metro 
Vancouver.  The Coalition K-12 Student Forest Education 
Program continued in one of two ways.  One was an individual 
teacher requesting a field trip or classroom lesson.  The other 
involved a team of forest professionals organizing a local field trip 
where multiple classes participated on a specific day. 

Forty-nine (49) individual teachers across BC requested field 
trips, 41 of these from Metro Vancouver & lower Fraser Valley.  Unfortunately, only 21 of the total 
requests were able to be accommodated due to shortage of volunteer forest professionals.  Five (5) teams 
of forest professionals from Government, industry and the consulting community, applied the multiple 
class model to educating elementary students in their communities.  

The Coalition participated in the BC Field Trip Fair held in Richmond 
to inform teachers of field trip opportunities.  Twenty-seven (27) of 
the Metro Vancouver requests arose from the Coalition booth at 
the Fair.  Coalition Partnerships provided help in filling a few of the 
requests but demand still out-weighed capacity.  This situation is 
not unique to the Coalition as it exists with most Provincial K-12 
student education organizations across BC, even when a 
fee/student is charged.  The option of charging for field trips was 

considered by the Coalition Executive Committee but declined due to it being a major deviation from the 
operations of the Coalition and requiring additional administration associated with contracting field trip 
leaders. 

Courtesy of Banden Fisher - Winner 



 
 

5 
 

A registration process for the K-12 Student Forest Education Program was established to match requests 
with volunteers.  This was an improvement but the location of volunteers across BC did not always align 
with the teacher requests.  Forty-four (44) volunteers came forward offering to lead field trips and 
classroom events across BC but many did not reside in the same area from which the requests are 
generated. 

The overall K-12 student participation in the Coalition Program remains strong (i.e., 2016 - 4,258 
participating students; 2017 - 3,487 participating students) even though there was a decline in part due 
to lack of events in wildfire impacted areas (e.g., estimated loss of 900 participating students in the 
Cariboo-Chilcotin), lower field trip and classroom volunteers in teacher request areas compared to 2016. 

The local events that focus on multiple elementary classes for a day in the field organized by a team of 
forest professionals continues to be very successful in rural communities.  1,550 students experienced the 
forest through these 5 events.  These events have great turnouts but require a lot of organizing of field 
trip stops.  The events also make parents aware of forests through their children and participation as 
teacher assistants on the field trip. 

                         

                       

  



 
 

6 
 

Lessons Learned and Looking Ahead 

Since its inception in 2013, the Coalition has always subscribed to the principle of continuous 
improvement.  2018 will be another year of embracing the concept. 

K-12 Student Forest Education Program 

The 2018 demand for student classroom lessons and field trips are expected to continue to be in excess 
of volunteer capacity for Coalition and NGO partner organizations to deliver.  The Coalition will need to 
build on the major success in the multiple class field trip model.  This model is very efficient in the use of 
volunteer time and meets the needs of teachers.  Local event volunteers interested in educating K-12 
students will be encouraged to consider this model.  Examples of the model will be solicited from 

experienced organizers of such events and posted on the 
Coalition website as part of the guidance resources available 
to new local event organizers.  

As part of getting more forest professionals involved in K-12 
forest education, the Coalition will encourage Community 
Forest and Woodlot licensees to learn from their colleagues 
and expand the number of K-12 programs that exist to 
broaden local student education.  In addition, the Professional 
Foresters Networks (PFN) will be encouraged to work with or 

become NFW local event organizers as part of the professional outreach in their communities. 

Traditionally the field trips and classroom lessons for Grade K-7 students focus on basic learning about 
forests and forest environment.  The programs for Grades 8-12 are focused on an increased understanding 
of forest management and the environment as well as career opportunities.  The Secondary School events 
are normally provided through the school programs and/or forest companies.  The Coalition will 
encourage them to continue these opportunities for students and teachers.  The Coalition is proposing to 
compile a list of existing forest related lesson plans for teachers who would like to lead their class in a field 
trip or classroom lesson when no forest professional is available.  The plan is to post website links on the 
Coalition website as a means of easy access for the teachers.   

Program delivery 

As mentioned earlier, new local event volunteers are difficult to recruit and the assumption is the current 
volunteer recruitment model will have limited success in filling the gaps at the community level.   In order 
to address the issue of declining involvement of volunteers, a modification of the traditional volunteer 
recruitment approach will be required, such as: 
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1) Working with the ABCFP and CIF leadership to solicit volunteers through discussions at the ABCFP 
regional and AGM events and CIF Section meetings 

2) Recruiting volunteers for specific short-term tasks (e.g., Task Force) to assist in delivering Coalition 
team requirements 

The Regional Coordinator model will be expanded to cover more of BC and further develop it to:  
1) Provide improved assistance to local event organizers, and 
2) Encourage volunteers from more communities to become involved. 

The importance of personal contact in recruiting volunteers cannot be understated.  This will be in the 
form of improved communications by including the Regional Coordinators as part of the Coalition 
Executive Committee and being the primary regional contact to receive and distribute NFW promotional 
materials for local event organizers.  The Coalition will also capitalize on the knowledge of the Regional 
Coordinators relative to potential local event organizers and identifying events outside NFW per se to tap 
into an audience that might not have forests as their priority interest.  The Regional Coordinators will also 
be asked to provide advice regarding improvements in program efficiencies, meeting the needs of local 
event organizers and expanding the celebration of BC forests in their region. 

Program delivery focus  

Advice from some local event organizers suggested the Coalition 
encourage events that focus on local forests and forest issues rather 
that sticking strictly to the national NFW theme.  

Public walks in the forest have traditionally been included as part of 
the Coalition Program.  However,  low attendance has been 
demonstrated over the years.  A few trial events that included a local 
interest topic have been held over the last two years.  These have shown more interest than the walks in 
the forest.  Consequently, the Coalition welcomes the advice from local organizers and will modify the 
approach to public delivery of the national theme by encouraging events (in-door presentations and/or 
field trips) that focus on dialogue and education regarding local forests and forest issues.  This may involve 
moving away from public event displays and public walks, especially in urban areas. 

Program communications 

Although the move to Facebook was a success as an improved means of informing interested parties of 
NFW, suggested changes to the website were identified to be consistent with its use.  The focus on 
Facebook and the Coalition website will continue with selective print and radio advertisements.   However, 
further improvements to the communications and marketing program will include: 
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1) Being very clear regarding our focus audiences and ensuring the messages and communication tools 
are directed specifically at them. 

2) Developing a separate strategy with suitable access mechanisms for teachers that includes a way to 
use Facebook and the Coalition website, such that it is not confounded with the public responses to 
forests. 

3) Conducting a survey of participating teachers to obtain advice regarding how to improve the 
website from their standpoint, especially relative to helping them with forest/science related-
education. 

4) Re-organizing the “resources” section on the website to better fit the needs of focus audiences (i.e., 
local event organizers, teachers, interested public). 

2017 Sponsors 

Without the generosity of our Sponsors, the 2017 NFW celebrations would not have been a success.  We 
thank all of them for their support and look forward to their participation in 2018.  

Platinum ($2,000+) 
Forestry Innovation Investment 
ForesTrust 
Interfor 
Ministry of Forests, Lands and Natural Resource 
Operations 
The Truck Loggers Association 
Western Canada SFI Implementation Committee 

Gold ($1,000-$1,999) 
BC Timber Sales 
BC Government and Service Employees’ Union 
Canfor Corporation 
Coastland Wood Industries Ltd 
DWB Consulting 
Interior Lumber Manufacturers’ Association 
Island Timberlands 
TimberWest 
Tolko Industries Ltd 
University of British Columbia Forestry Faculty 
West Fraser Mills Ltd 
Western Forest Products 
 

 

Silver ($500-$999) 
A&A Trading 
Arbutus Grove Nursery Ltd 
Brisco Wood Preservers 
Conair 
Domtar-Kamloops 
Forsite Consultants Ltd 
Gorman Bros 
Industrial Forestry Services 
IRL Supplies 
Norbord 
Princeton Wood Preservers  
Southern Interior Silviculture Association 
Strategic Natural Resource Consultants 
Teal Jones Group 
Vancouver Island University-Forestry Department 

Bronze ($100-$499) 
District of Mission-Forestry Department 
Probyn Log Ltd 
Selkirk College 
Sylvan Vale Nursery Ltd 
University of Northern BC

 


