NATIONAL FOREST WEEK – BC COALITION
SUMMARY OF 2019 ACCOMPLISHMENTS

This Report focuses on the work conducted during 2019 within the Coalition
Program. It is intended to inform Sponsors, local organizers and supporters
of the accomplishments achieved during the year. These are based on four
fundamentals:
1) Support from the Sponsors,
2) Commitment of volunteers at the Provincial and local levels,
3) Organizational structure including strategic and annual planning, and
4) Commitment to continuous improvement.
The Sponsors and volunteers continued to be the major cornerstones of the
Program. Without their support, the accomplishments would have been
limited. The Sponsors provide the resources necessary for the Coalition to
assist local event and K-12 student lesson/field trip volunteers. The
participation and dedication of volunteers are essential and greatly
appreciated. They are the “front line” people who provide the lessons for the students and public. Our
greatest thanks go out to all those who provided their time and expertise.
The 2019 Program focused on providing:
• Services to local event organizers,
• Promotional and educational materials, and
• Emphasis on K-12 student events, especially involving multi-class field
events.
The Program public community events efforts was not an area of emphasis as
the Coalition responded to the continued local community decline in
participation of this portion of the Coalition Program.
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Sponsorships
The sponsorships remained stable even
though the contributions dropped
slightly due to the economic health of the
forest sector. Although understandable,
2013
33
28.8
it is gratifying to experience the
2014
49
44.4
recognized value exhibited by the
2015
47
41.2
Sponsors in continuing to support the
2016
43
43.0
Coalition, even in tough times. Many of
2017
38
36.5
these companies and organizations are
2018
41
38.2
“Legacy Sponsors” (i.e., those who have
2019
41
36.6
provided support for three (3) or more of
the 6 years of the Coalition’s existence). Recognizing the reduced sponsorship, the Coalition Executive
adopted a 2019 approach to limit expenses while at the same time implementing practices that best
deliver on the mandate using a risk management approach. All Sponsors are listed on the NFW-BC
Coalition website (https://www.bcnfw.ca/sponsors/). Their continued support is very appreciated.
YEAR

# OF
FUNDING
SPONSORS
($000)

AVG.
FUNDING/SPONSO
R
($)
849
906
877
1,000
961
932
870

Participation in NFW
YEAR

2014

COMMUNITIES
INVOLVED
Data not
available
25

2015

31

2016
2017
2018
2019

28
25
24
31

2013

PUBLIC
STUDENT
EVENTS
EVENTS
9 – separated data not
available
35 – separated data not
available
31 – separated data not
available
11
60
5
39
13
39
5
39

TOTAL
EVENTS
9

PUBLIC
PARTICIPATION1
Not available

K-12 STUDENT
PARTICIPATION
Not available

35

3,000

Not available

31

Not available

Not available

71
44
52
44

4,380
4,516
7,545
4,394

4,2582
3,4773
4,715
4,256

1 – Event organizer estimates
2 – Includes the one-off Demo International Equipment Show with 320 students involved
3 – Teacher labour dispute occurred reducing number of teacher requests

Organizing and holding a local event to celebrate BC forests depends on the availability of volunteers. An
assertive, individual contact model was implemented in 2019 to increase the number of communities
participating, especially adding communities who have not held events in 2018 or previous years. Thanks
to the commitment of forest resource professionals, the number of communities that held one or more
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local events equalled to the most successful year in the history of the Coalition (i.e., 31 communities). The
2020 plan is to continue using this approach to further increase participation with a target of 45 or more
communities.
The decline in the total number of pubic focused events was not surprising
due to the trend observed over the last three (3) years. However, the
number of student events and the participation remained relatively
consistent. The number of student events and participation vary year to
year. Availability of volunteers is the primary factor and continues to be a
challenge.
YEAR

2013
2014
2015
2016
20172
2018
2019

MULTI-CLASS K-12 EVENTS

SINGLE CLASS K-12
EVENTS
# of Events
Student
# of
Student
Participation Events
Participation
Data separation not available
Data separation not available
Data separation not available
8
3,4041
41
1,120
4
2,368
30
1,109
13
2,951
13
1,764
19
3,758
20
498

In 2019 the Coalition focused on
encouraging volunteers within a
community to work as a team in
holding multi-class events. This
model has demonstrated to be the
most efficient in using the limited
available volunteer time. The
number of these type of events
increased and generated the
greatest student participation.

Teacher requests for field trips
1 – Includes the one-off Demo International Equipment Show involving
continue to greatly exceed the
320 students
availability of volunteers. This is
2 – Teacher labour dispute reduced the number of teacher requests
especially applicable in schools
within Metro Vancouver and the lower Fraser Valley. The multi-class model was used for the second year
with great success. Over subscription occurred, consistent with the experience in other parts of the
Province, e.g., Prince George. More field trips will be attempted in Metro Vancouver to accommodate
the teacher requests, if enough volunteers subscribe.
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2019 IMPROVEMENTS
In addition to the specific statistics, the following actions by the Coalition were taken to improve the
content and implementation of the Program:
• An agreement was arranged with the Forest Nursery Association of BC to receive requests for
tree seedlings from NFW local event organizers and teachers. This provided more focus on the
availability of seedlings to teachers and event organizers.
• The distribution of handout materials to local organizers through the Coalition’s Regional
Coordinator model was successful as reflected in responses from volunteers and teachers.
• The implementation of the direct contact with potential local event volunteers in communities
was a success as demonstrated by the increase in the number of communities holding events.
• The creation of a local event poster that can be customized to fit local advertising outside NFW
per se was well received by local event organizers and provided the desired flexibility in
celebrating BC forests throughout the year.
• A broader communication of the availability of the BC Tree and Wood Identification Teacher
Resource Kit for loan to volunteers and teachers increased the number of requests significantly.

2020 AREAS TO INVESTIGATE
The following are Coalition improvement areas to investigate, beyond delivery of the traditional
activities/services in moving forward with the evolution of the Coalition Program:
• Continue to encourage volunteers to organize events in existing and “new” participating
communities.
• Expand the types of handouts, especially for Grades 9-12 and adults.
• Consider providing teachers with forest educational materials (e.g., BC seed posters, BC tree
posters, publications for basic forest education, etc.) that can be used for forest education
during the year beyond the actual field trip or classroom lesson.
• Increase First Nations participation in organizing and participating in local events.
• Continue to increase communications regarding NFW, the Coalition and the availability of
student field trips and classroom lessons to increase student participation.
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