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National Forestry Week in Boundary Country! 
Dan Macmaster, RPF 
Manager, West Boundary Community Forest 
 
Forest Management & Education 
 
Elementary school education, Midway, BC.   

Vaagen Fibre Canada and the West Boundary Community Forest organize educational outreach opportunities 
for school groups throughout the year.  We begin with field visits in the fall, to look at and learn about different 
types of harvesting, forest health issues, and approaches to proper forest management.  We involve the logging 
contractors who are responsible for specific sites, the foresters at Vaagen who developed and manage the 
permits, as well as local residents who are interested in communicating proper stewardship of the land to our 
students. 

We begin each event with a classroom visit by the foresters to introduce ourselves and some of the basic 
principles of forest management.  Using a PowerPoint presentation and answering lots of questions, we attempt 
to familiarize the students with local projects and approaches we take to managing the forest stands in their 
communities.  We follow that up with a site visit in the afternoon where the logging operators are on-site to 
speak and interact with the students, looking at course woody debris, log decks, and brush piles and how an 
active logging site is organized.  Students get a chance to sit inside of the machines and see what the view is like 
from up high.  We send the students home with some forestry swag as well as a small Douglas fir beetle or pine 
beetle in a magnified case (that we have caught and collected in the months before). 

In January and February, we host the same classroom groups for a tour of the Vaagen Fibre Canada sawmill in 
Midway, BC.  The students have an opportunity to follow the logs into the debarkers and through the saw.  They 
learn from our operators and millwrights as to the products that we derive from the logs, and how our sawmill 
utilizes all the fibre in boards, chips, sawdust and hog.  They meet with our scalers for a lesson on scaling logs 
and our shop mechanics who talk about internships and summer job opportunities at the mill. 

Then in April, we take an afternoon with each of the classroom groups and return to the logging site we visited 
in the fall.  With boxes of small seedlings, planting shovels, and planting pouches we move throughout the block 
as the students plant seedlings that will eventually begin our next rotation.  We teach the kids about site 
preparation, regeneration of trees, and site-specific data that a forester needs to understand before they can 
choose the species and spacing of each seedling.  We get our hands dirty by digging soil pits and looking at the 
soil horizons and different attributes under the ground. 
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Public education, Midway & Greenwood, BC  

We have also purchased a 60-acre property east of Greenwood and north of Grand Forks and turned it into an 
Outdoor Education Centre and Research Forest.  Beginning this June, school and community groups will gather 
and learn about forest management and outdoor education skills.  Located near our existing community forest, 
and surrounded by crown land and private woodlots, this venture will encourage the fostering of partnerships 
with other interest groups and involve the community and school groups in landscape level planning throughout 
our West Boundary region.  

With the support of the Village of Midway and City of Greenwood, and in partnership with Vaagen Fibre Canada, 
our education centre and research forest will provide a safe and interactive site to teach our children and  
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community groups the complex dynamics of our forest ecosystems. Management of the property and 
educational program will be conducted and organized by foresters from Vaagen Fibre Canada with ongoing 
contributions from community members, First Nations, professional foresters, and stakeholder groups in the 
Boundary.  The Osoyoos Indian Band will be heavily involved in the development of our programming, teaching 
young students about the traditional knowledge and cultural significance of our land. 

Our priorities include educating students and the public about forest management, outlining forestry sector 
educational opportunities and potential career paths, establishing a better understanding of traditional values 
and Aboriginal stewardship on the land, and to work with our provincial school curriculum to integrate curricular 
objectives into our outdoor educational programs.  These educational programs include Forest & Aquatic 
Ecology, Forest Woodland Operations, Forestry Products, Sustainable Forestry Opportunities and Challenges, 
and First Nations, Rural Communities, and Forest Resources. 

Stay tuned for more! 

 


