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Douglas-fi r Western redcedar Yellow cypress
(Thuja plicata) (Cupressus nootkatensis)

24 m

(Pseudotsuga menziesii)

Bark
Grey, stringy, tearing 
o�  in long strips on 
mature trees.

Bark
On young trees, the 
bark is thin, greyish-
brown and scaly; on 
mature trees, it has 
narrow intersecting 
ridges. � e inside of 
the bark smells like 
potato skins.

Bark
Smooth, grey-brown, 
with gummy resin-� lled 
blisters when young. 
� e bark becomes very 
thick with age and deeply 
grooved, with dark 
reddish-brown ridges. Leaves

Scale-like, opposite pairs, in four rows, folded in 
one pair but not in the other and overlapping like 
shingles. Arranged on the twigs in � at, fan-like 
sprays. Very strong aroma.

Cones
Seed cones are egg-shaped, 1 centimetre long, 
with several pairs of scales. Pollen cones are 
small and reddish.

Habitat
Western redcedar grows best in moist to wet soils, 
with lots of nutrients. It is tolerant of shade and 
long-lived, sometimes over 1,000 years. Western 
redcedar frequently grows with Western hemlock 
and Douglas-� r. On the north coast, it also grows 
with Paci� c silver � r and spruces. � ese forests 
usually have a lush layer of ferns, huckleberries, 
and Devil’s club, with a thick carpet of mosses on 
the forest � oor.

Leaves
Needles are � at with a pointed tip. � e upper 
surface is bright yellowish-green with a single 
groove down the centre; the lower surface is 
paler. � e needles appear to stand out around 
the twig.

Cones
Cones are 5 to 11 centimetres long, turning from 
green to grey as they mature. Between each scale, 
long three-pronged bracts are easily seen. Seeds 
are winged at the tip.

Habitat
Two varieties of Douglas-� r 
occur in di� erent ecosystems. 
� e Interior variety grows in 
a habitat in open forests with 
pinegrass and mosses. � e coastal 
variety can grow with Western 
redcedar, Hemlock, and Grand 
� r, with a lush layer of salal, 
huckleberries, Oregon-grape, 
and sword fern beneath.

Leaves
Scale-like, dark, bluish-green, and slender with 
sharp points. Unlike Western redcedar, the leaves 
of the Yellow cypress are all alike, so that the leaf-
covered twigs appear four-sided rather than � at.

Cones
Cones are round, 6 to 12 millimetres in diameter, 
berry-like in the � rst year and becoming woody 
as they mature. Mature cones have 4 to 6 thick 
umbrella-shaped scales.

Habitat
Yellow cypress is a long lived tree that grows well 
on deep, slightly acidic, moist soils, usually in 
mixed stands with Paci� c silver � r and Mountain 
hemlock at higher elevation on the south coast 
and with Western redcedar and Western hemlock 
and other plants such as salal,  deer fern, and 
vaccinium on the north and mid coast.


