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Pacific crab appleTrembling aspenBlack cottonwood
(Populus tremuloides)(Populus trichocarpa)

Bark 
Smooth, green and doesn’t peel.

Leaves 
Smooth, round to triangular-shaped leaves with 
a flattened stalk that is longer than the leaf. They 
are dark green above, paler underneath and turn 
golden yellow or red in the fall.

Flowers and Fruit
The flowers are borne in male and female catkins 
on separate trees. Male catkins are small, 2 to 3 
centimetres long, and the female catkins are larger, 
4 to 10 centimetres long. The tiny capsules are 
covered with cottony down.

Habitat 
Trembling aspen grows best on moist, well-drained 
soils, especially soils rich in calcium such as those 
derived from limestone. It is known for its ability 
to sprout from root suckers and form clones of 
many individual stems. Aspen clones can often be 
distinguished in spring or fall when groups of  
stems leaf out or change colour all at once. 

Leaves 
Shiny, dark green leaves are 6 to 12 centimetres 
long, pale underneath and often marked with 
brown. They vary from oval to wedge-shaped  
and have a sharply pointed tip.

Flowers and Fruits
Male and female catkins are on separate trees.  
Male catkins are small, 2 to 3 centimetres long  
and female catkins are larger, 8 to 20 centimetres 
long. The hairy capsules open to release seeds  
which are covered with white, fluffy hairs.

Habitat 
Poplars require ample moisture and plenty of 
nutrients to grow well. They favour floodplains  
and moist upland sites with lots of light. They  
do not grow well in the shade of other species.

50 m

(Malus fusca)

Bark 
The grey bark becomes scaly or deeply fissured  
with age.

Leaves 
Alternate, deep-green, egg-shaped leaves grow up 
to 10 centimetres long. The edges are toothed along 
the irregular lobes.

Flowers and Fruit
White to pink, fragrant apple blossoms in a  
flat-topped cluster. The yellow to purplish-red 
apples, 2 centimetres across, are tart but edible. 
After a frost, they turn brown and soft.

Habitat 
Pacific crab apple grows in moist, open woodlands. 
It presents a delightful spring sight when in bloom 
along the edges of river mouths and streambanks.

Bark 
The bark is smooth, 
yellowish-grey on 
younger trees, but 
grows thick and deeply 
grooved with age.


